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COMMUNITY RESOURCE MINI- GRANT


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

ISSUE DATE							March 6, 2026
DUE DATE:  							March 20, 2026
Issued By:  							Moving Dorchester Forward, Inc.
Contact : 							nancy@mdforward.org
Phone :   						            410-844-6845

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION :  				info@mdforward.org


INTRODUCTION 

Moving Dorchester Forward, Inc. (MDF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to successful lives for children, youth and families.  The mission of Moving Dorchester Forward is to develop and promote a caring environment that provides efficient and effective services to citizens of the county by working in partnership with public and private individuals, agencies and organizations.    

PURPOSE

MDF is issuing this RFP to seek vendors who have the ability and capacity to provide resources to families in Dorchester County to meet basic needs. This grant is being offered as a one-time spend down with no sustainability.  This grant is being provided through the FY 26 Community Partnership Agreement Award. Projects funded under this Initiative must support one or more of the Governor’s Office for Children (GOC), ENOUGH Theory of Action Pillars, and be designed to meet identified community needs to help end childhood poverty.  Areas of focus may include but are not limited to:   Afterschool programming, literacy activities, tutoring, non-billable mental health services, summer camp scholarships, mentoring, career enrichment activities, program supplies, housing/homelessness and food insecurity.  

TARGETED ENOUGH THEORY OF ACTION PILLARS

Maryland’s ENOUGH Initiative, administered by the Governor’s Office for Children (GOC), supports community-led organizations representing rural, suburban, and urban areas in the state that barriers have historically impacted. The initiative's goal is to end childhood poverty and increase economic mobility in Maryland. Through the Community Planning process, small nonprofits identified affordable resources and programs that could expand their services and improve outcomes for families with modest, one-time investments. 

[bookmark: _Hlk213313132]The Local Management Board supports resources that align with the ENOUGH Theory of Action Pillars to end childhood poverty and increase economic mobility:

ENOUGH PILLARS

[image: High-Quality Childcare and Education]
High-Quality Childcare and Education
Unlocking children’s potential through early care and education from birth until working in a career, specifically ensuring smooth transitions - across K-12 to college and career.

[image: Healthy Families]
Healthy Families
Ensuring community members and families access high-quality healthcare with goals of decreasing infant mortality, increasing life expectancy, and improving mental health.

[image: Economically Secure Families]
Economically Secure Families
Ensuring higher rates of employment in living wage jobs and stable, thriving households where families can provide necessities, weather hard times, and build wealth.

[image: Safe and Thriving Communities]
Safe and Thriving Communities
Creating communities where residents feel safe and where the built environment supports their ability to thrive, including through high-quality, affordable housing; a thriving commercial core; and access to recreational spaces, nutritious food, and transportation
	



Target Population:
·  Youth and families living in Dorchester County.
· Special consideration will be given to applications serving the target population in ENOUGH eligible communities of Cambridge Community of Hope and Town of Hurlock.

GRANT FUNDS AVAILABLE

Funds ranging from $500. to $15,000. may be applied for through this grant opportunity.
Grant Cycle is April 1, 2026, to June 30, 2026.
There is no carryover funds option for this grant.

ELEMENTS OF PROPOSAL

Award of the contract, resulting from this RFP, will be based upon the vendor’s responsiveness to experience and capacity of the Organization to provide the resources identified.
The proposal must include each of the following sections (NOT to exceed 5 pages, excluding budget)

Cover Page: The cover page will be a stand-alone page that includes agency/nonprofit name, FEIN, full mailing address, email address and phone number.  Include name and title, phone number and email address of the primary contact person.  

Executive Summary: Applicant shall explain the capacity and structure of the organization that will support the ability to provide resources to families.

Project Description:
Provide a detailed description of the project or resource that will be offered:
1. How will your project address one or more of the ENOUGH Theory of Action Pillars?
2. Explain how your project will strengthen, support, or create opportunities for families in Dorchester County to end childhood poverty and/or increase economic mobility.
3. Identify your target population?
4. How will you measure the outcome of your project?
5. Define a timeline for your project.

Budget:  Attachment A
1. A detailed budget identifying line items with narrative justification.
2. Budget must be all inclusive and include a not to exceed amount.
3. You must use the budget form in Attachment A.

Elements of purpose, see Attachment B for the template.
	
APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Interested organizations must complete and submit an electronic copy of the proposal by close of business on Friday, March 20, 2026  LATE PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE REVIEWED
  
Proposal must be Times New Roman, 12-point font, double-spaced, outline format and bottom right-hand page numbered. 

Proposals will be reviewed by a sub-committee of Moving Dorchester Forward and the Director.

Proposals will be scored as follows:
Cover Page: 			   5 Points	
Executive Summary:  		 10 points
Program Description:  	 45 points
Budget/Budget Narrative:       40 points

Notice of awards will be made by March 31, 2026.

GRANT FUNDS DISBURSEMENT

If an Award is issued for your project, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) will be issued.  When the MOA is fully executed, a copy of the MOA will be forwarded to the vendor and 100% of the grant funds will be released. 

GRANT PROJECT REPORTING

At the completion of the project, a final report will be required using the report template.  See Attachment B. The report will be due no later July 10, 2026.
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